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H A R T   /   N E W H O U S E 
 

MySpace/NBC News/Wall Street Journal Survey 
Study #8774 

September 28-29, 2008 

Overall margin of error:  4.0 percentage points 

 

Margins of Error for Subsample Questions 

Question Number Subsample Margin Of Error (+/-) 

16, 26 Half sample (Form A) 5.6 

16, 27 Half sample (Form B) 5.6 

7a Respondents voting for John McCain 
(Q6) 

7.2 

7b Respondents voting for Barack 
Obama (Q6) 

5.1 

15b Respondents who watched 
presidential debate (Q15a) 

5.4 

23b Respondents who are employed 
(Q23a) 

5.8 

23c Respondents who are not retired 
(Q23a) 

4.1 

 
Interviews: 614 new/lapsed voters 
 
 
FINAL 

 
Study #8774 
MySpace/NBC News/WSJ Survey 
September 2008 
 
 
1b. Are you currently registered to vote?    
 

Yes, registered ..................................  95 Skip to Q.1e [139] 

No, not registered .............................  5 CONTINUE  

  Not sure ..........................................  - TERMINATE  

 
 
(ASK ONLY OF RESPONDENTS WHO ARE NOT REGISTERED IN Q.1b.) 

1c. Are you currently eligible to vote, meaning that you are a United States citizen and will turn eighteen on or 
before November fourth of this year? 

 
Yes, eligible ......................................  100 Skip to Q.1e [140] 

No, not eligible ..................................  -   

  Not sure ..........................................  - TERMINATE  

 
 
(ASK ONLY OF RESPONDENTS WHO ARE ELIGIBLE IN Q.1c.) 

49   Male 
51   Female 

[109] 
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1d. Will you definitely register to vote in this November’s election for U.S. president, probably register, probably 
not register, or definitely not register to vote? 

 
Definitely register ..............................  100 CONTINUE [141] 

Probably register ...............................  -   

Probably not register .........................  - TERMINATE  

Definitely not register ........................  -   

Not sure ............................................  -   

 
 
1e. Using a ten-point scale, please tell me how likely you are to vote in the November fourth elections for 

president and Congress.  If you are certain that you will vote, pick a number closer to "eight," "nine," or  
"ten."  If it is less likely that you will vote, use a number closer to "one," "two," or "three."  You may choose 
any number from one to ten. 

 
10, definitely vote .............................  54 [142-143] 

9 .......................................................  17  

8 .......................................................  13  

7 .......................................................  4  

6 .......................................................  2  

5 .......................................................  4  

4 .......................................................  -  

3 .......................................................  1  

2 .......................................................  2  

1, definitely NOT vote .......................  3  

  Not sure ..........................................  -  
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2a. Will this year be the first time you have ever voted in a presidential election? 
 

Yes, first time ....................................  73 [144] 

No, not first time ...............................  27  

  Not sure ..........................................  -  

 
 
(ASK ONLY OF RESPONDENTS WHO SAY “NO, NOT FIRST TIME” OR “NOT SURE” IN Q.2a.) 

2b. Did you vote in the 2004 election for president between George W. Bush and John Kerry? 
 

Yes, voted in 2004 ............................  - TERMINATE [145] 

No, did not vote in 2004 ....................  100 CONTINUE  

  Not sure ..........................................  - TERMINATE  

 
 
3. All in all, do you think that things in the nation are generally headed in the right direction, or do you feel that 

things are off on the wrong track? 
 

 New/Lapsed 
Voters  

9/28-29/08 

 
ALL VOTERS 
9/19-22/08+ 

 

Headed in the right direction ......  17 16 [147] 

Off on the wrong track ...............  81 73  
  Mixed (VOL) ............................  2 9  
  Not sure ...................................  - 2  

 
4. Please indicate how interested you are in November's elections, using a scale from one to ten, on which a 

"ten" means that you are very interested in November's elections and a "one" means that you are not at all 
interested.  You may choose any number from one to ten.   

 
 New/Lapsed 

Voters 
9/28-29/08 

 
All Voters 
9/19-22/08 

 

10, very interested .......................  49 70 [148-149] 

9 ..................................................  12 8  
8 ..................................................  17 9  
7 ..................................................  8 5  
6 ..................................................  2 2  
5 ..................................................  6 3  
4 ..................................................  1 1  
3 ..................................................  1 1  
2 ..................................................  - -  
1, not at all interested ..................  3 1  
  Cannot rate ................................  1 -  
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5. Now I'm going to read you the names of several public figures, and I'd like you to rate your feelings toward 
each one as either very positive, somewhat positive, neutral, somewhat negative, or very negative. If you 
don't know the name, please just say so.   

 

 

 
Very 

Positive 

 
Somewhat 

Positive Neutral 
Somewhat 
Negative 

 
Very 

Negative 

Don't Know 
Name/ 

Not Sure  

George W. Bush       [150] 

  New/lapsed voters        

    September 28-29, 2008............ 2 14 12 22 49 1  

  All voters        

    September 19-22, 2008............ 13 17 11 13 46 -  

John McCain       [151] 

  New/lapsed voters        

    September 28-29, 2008............ 10 20 23 24 21 2  

  All voters        

    September 19-22, 2008............ 22 24 15 17 21 1  

Barack Obama       [152] 

  New/lapsed voters        

    September 28-29, 2008............ 31 27 16 10 15 1  

  All voters        

    September 19-22, 2008............ 29 19 15 14 22 1  

Joe Biden       [153] 

  New/lapsed voters        

    September 28-29, 2008............ 12 19 34 11 9 15  

  All voters        

    September 19-22, 2008............ 17 20 25 13 16 9  

Sarah Palin       [154] 

  New/lapsed voters        

    September 28-29, 2008............ 13 15 25 16 27 4  

  All voters        

    September 19-22, 2008............ 26 16 17 12 24 5  

The Democratic Party       [155] 

  New/lapsed voters        

    September 28-29, 2008............ 16 33 26 12 10 3  

  All voters        

    September 19-22, 2008............ 19 23 20 16 20 2  

The Republican Party       [156] 

  New/lapsed voters        

    September 28-29, 2008............ 7 14 29 22 25 3  

  All voters        

    September 19-22, 2008............ 13 21 18 19 28 1  
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6a/b. If the next election for president were held today, with John McCain and Sarah Palin as the Republican 
candidates, and Barack Obama and Joe Biden as the Democratic candidates, for whom would you vote? (IF 
“NOT SURE,” ASK:)  Well, which way do you lean at this time?  

 
 New/Lapsed 

Voters  
9/28-29/08 

  
All Voters 
9/19-22/08 

 

John McCain and Sarah Palin ...................  25 CONTINUE 45 [155] 

John McCain and Sarah Palin (lean) .........  5  1  

Barack Obama and Joe Biden ..................  58 Skip to Q.7b 46  
Barack Obama and Joe Biden (lean) ........  3  2  

  Depends (VOL) .......................................  NA  1  
  Neither/other (VOL) .................................  NA  2  

  Not sure ...................................................  9 Skip to Q.8 3  

 
 
(ASK ONLY OF RESPONDENTS WHO CHOOSE McCAIN-PALIN IN Q.6a.) 

7a. Would you say your vote is more FOR John McCain, more AGAINST Barack Obama, or more AGAINST the 
Democratic Party? 

 
More for John McCain ...............................  45 [160] 

More against Barack Obama .....................  36  

More against the Democratic Party ...........  18  

  Not sure ...................................................  1  

 
 
(ASK ONLY OF RESPONDENTS WHO CHOOSE OBAMA-BIDEN IN Q.6a.) 

7b. Would you say your vote is more FOR Barack Obama, more AGAINST John McCain, or more AGAINST 
George Bush and the Republican Party? 

 
More for Barack Obama .........................................................  49 [161] 

More against John McCain ....................................................  14  

More against George Bush and the Republican Party ...........  37  

  Not sure ...............................................................................  -  
 
 
(ASK ONLY OF RESPONDENTS WHO WERE ELIGIBLE TO VOTE IN 2004) 

8. Please tell me why you did NOT vote for president in 2004 but decided to vote for president this year?  
 

Disliked candidates, didn’t trust candidates 12% 

Too young, not of age 12 

Was not registered   8 

This year is more important/historical year/time for change/important issues   7 

Didn’t have time because of work, school   6 

Was not interested, was not interested in politics, didn’t care   6 

Health reasons   5 

Don't know; no response   7% 
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9. Let me list a few reasons that some people have given for why this November's election for president is 
important.  Please tell me which ONE of these best describes why you feel this election is important. (IF 
MORE THAN ONE, ASK:) Well, if you had to choose just one, which one do you think best describes why 

you feel this election is important? 
 

THIS TABLE HAS BEEN RANKED BY THE HIGHEST PERCENTAGE 

With the current financial crisis we need to elect a president  who can 
strengthen the economy ..................................................................................  

 
40 

 
[169] 

We need a president who will bring real change to Washington  ....................  26  

We need a president who will help unify people and bring them together .......  11  

With two wars going on and terrorism always a possibility, we need to elect 
a president who shows we are strong .............................................................  

 
10 

 

We need to improve America's image around the world .................................  7  

This election is historic because there is an African American on one 
presidential ticket and a woman on the other ..................................................  

 
5 

 

  None of these (VOL) .....................................................................................  -  

  Not sure .........................................................................................................  1  

 
 
10. I'm going to mention four sets of issues.  Please tell me which ONE of the following sets of issues is most 

important to you in deciding for whom you will vote in the presidential election.  
 

Set A:  Economic issues including job losses, home foreclosures, and energy prices. 

 
Set B:  Social issues related to moral values including gay rights, guns rights, and sex education for young 

children. 
 
Set C:  Domestic issues including health care, education, and the environment. 

 
Set D: Foreign policy issues including Iraq, Russia, and the war on terrorism. 

 
 New/Lapsed 

Voters 
9/28-29/08 

 
ALL VOTERS 
9/19-22/08 

 

Set A/economic issues most important ...........  65 57 [170] 
Set B/social issues most important  ................  6 10  
Set C/domestic issues most important ............  20 17  
Set D/foreign policy issues most important .....  9 15  
  Not sure ........................................................  - 1  

 
 

11. I'm going to read you two statements about the role of government, and I'd like to know which one comes 
closer to your point of view.  

 
Statement A: Government should do more to solve problems and help meet the needs of people, OR 

 
Statement B: Government is doing too many things better left to businesses and individuals.  

 
 New/Lapsed 

Voters 
9/28-29/08 

 
All Voters 
9/19-22/08 

 

A/government should do more .................  72 48 [171] 
B/government is doing too many 

things ........................................................  
 

27 
 

42 

 

  Some of both (VOL) ................................  1 8  

  Not sure ..................................................  - 2  
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12. How likely do you think it is that (READ ITEM) will bring real change in direction to the country––very likely, 

fairly likely, just somewhat likely, or not that likely? 
 

 Likely To Bring Real Change/Direction   

  
Very 

 
Fairly 

Just 
Somewhat 

Not 
That 

Not 
Sure 

 

John McCain      [172] 

  New/lapsed voters       

    September 28-29, 2008 ...........  10 19 28 42 1  

  All voters       

    September 19-22, 2008 ..........  15 17 25 42 1  

Barack Obama      [173] 

  New/lapsed voters       

    September 28-29, 2008 ...........  29 31 20 19 1  

  All voters       

    September 19-22, 2008 ..........  30 18 22 28 2  

 
 
13. For each of the following candidates, please tell me whether that person has a background and set of values 

that you can identify with, or whether he does NOT have a background and set of values that you can 
identify with.  

 

  
Has 

Background/ 
Set Of Values  
I Identify With 

Does NOT 
Have 

Background/ 
Set Of Values 
I Identify With 

 
 
 

Not 
Sure 

 

John McCain    [174] 

  New/lapsed voters     

    September 28-29, 2008 ...........  43 55 2  

  All voters     

    September 19-22, 2008 .................  56 39 5  

Barack Obama    [175] 

  New/lapsed voters     

    September 28-29, 2008 ...........  61 37 2  

  All voters     

    September 19-22, 2008 .................  50 44 6  

 
 
14. When deciding your vote for president, is it more important to you that a candidate–– 
 

Agrees with you on many of the issues that are important to you, even if he does not have all of the personal 
qualities that you feel are important for a president to have, OR 
 
Has all of the personal qualities that you feel are important for a president to have, even if he does not agree 
with you on many of the issues that are important to you? 

 
Agree on issues, even if does not have personal qualities .....  67 [176] 

Has personal qualities, even if do not agree on issues ..........  32  
  Not sure ...............................................................................  1  
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15a. Did you watch the first presidential debate between Barack Obama and John McCain this past week? 
 

Yes, watched the debate ..................  53 CONTINUE [177] 

No, did not watch the debate ............  47 Skip to Q.16  
  Not sure ..........................................  -   

 
 
(ASK ONLY OF RESPONDENTS WHO SAY "YES, WATCHED THE DEBATE" IN Q.15a.) 

15b. Did what you heard in the debate strengthen your resolve to vote for the candidate you were already 
supporting, make you stop and consider voting for the other candidate, or did it have no real impact on you 
either way? 

 
Strengthened resolve to vote for candidate already supporting ...  54 [178] 

Made stop and consider voting for the other candidate ...............  8  
Had no real impact either way ......................................................  38  
  Not sure .....................................................................................  -  

 
 
16a/b. Please tell me whether you have done any of the following things over the past couple of months. 
 
 

THIS TABLE HAS BEEN RANKED BY THE PERCENTAGE WHO SAY HAVE DONE 

 Have 
Done 

Have Not 
Done 

Not 
Sure 

 

Had a face-to-face conversation with someone  
about the election 

    
[208] 

  New/lapsed voters     

    September 28-29, 2008 * .........................................................  77 23 -  

  All voters     

    September 19-22, 2008 ...........................................................  87 13 -  

Visited the official Web site of either of the  
presidential campaigns  

    
[210] 

  New/lapsed voters     

    September 28-29, 2008* ..........................................................  36 64 -  

  All voters     

    September 19-22, 2008 ...........................................................  33 67 -  

Received an e-mail or telephone call from one of the  
presidential campaigns 

   [180/ 
212] 

  New/lapsed voters     

    September 28-29, 2008 ...........................................................  31 69 -  

  All voters     

    September 19-22, 2008 ...........................................................  46 54 -  

Watched someone's homemade video about the election 
on YouTube or another video Web site 

    
[214] 

  New/lapsed voters     

    September 28-29, 2008 ** .......................................................  28 71 1  

  All voters     

    September 19-22, 2008 ...........................................................  22 78 -  

Sent somebody a text message about the election     [209] 

  New/lapsed voters     

    September 28-29, 2008 * .........................................................  25 75 -  

  All voters     

    September 19-22, 2008 ...........................................................  16 83 1  

* Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM A). 
** Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM B). 
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Q.16 (cont'd) Have 
Done 

Have Not 
Done 

Not 
Sure 

 

Joined an on-line social networking group for either of the 
campaigns through sites such as MySpace or Facebook 

   [179/ 
211] 

  New/lapsed voters     

    September 28-29, 2008 ...........................................................  21 79 -  

  All voters     

    September 19-22, 2008 ...........................................................  8 92 -  

Worn a sticker or button, or put a sign up where you live in 
support of either campaign 

    
[216] 

  New/lapsed voters     

    September 28-29, 2008 ** .......................................................  20 80 -  

Volunteered your time to one of the presidential campaigns    [215] 

  New/lapsed voters     

    September 28-29, 2008 ** .......................................................  6 94 -  

  All voters     

    September 19-22, 2008 ...........................................................  9 91 -  

Attended a rally or demonstration in support of either  
of the candidates  

    
[213] 

  New/lapsed voters     

    September 28-29, 2008 ** .......................................................  5 95 -  

  All voters     

    September 19-22, 2008 ...........................................................  9 91 -  

** Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM B). 

 
 
(ASK ONLY OF RESPONDENTS WHO SAY "HAVE DONE" FOR "RECEIVED AN E-MAIL OR TELEPHONE 
CALL FROM ONE OF THE PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGNS" IN Q.16.) 

16c. Which of the presidential campaigns have you received an e-mail or telephone call from--Barack Obama's, 
John McCain's, or both? 

 
Barack Obama's campaign..................................................  15 [217] 

John McCain's campaign ....................................................  5  
Both campaigns ...................................................................  7  
Not sure ...............................................................................  4  
Have not done/not sure for “Received an e-mail 
or telephone call from one of the presidential 
campaigns” (Q.16a/b). .........................................................  

 
 

69 

 

 
 
Thinking more generally . . . 

 
17a. Do you feel confident or not confident that life for our children's generation will be better than it has been for 

us?   
 

 New/Lapsed 
Voters 

9/28-29/08 

 
ALL VOTERS 
9/19-22/08 

 

Feel confident ...................................  31 34 [218] 

Do not feel confident .........................  66 56  
  Not sure ..........................................  3 10  

 
 



HART/NEWHOUSE Study #8774--page 10 
September 2008 MySpace/NBC/Wall Street Journal survey 
 

17b. Do you think America is in a state of decline, or do you feel that this is not the case?  
 

 New/Lapsed 
Voters 

9/28-29/08 

 
All Voters 
9/19-22/08 

 

In a state of decline ...........................  87 74 [219] 

Not in a state of decline ....................  13 22  
  Not sure ..........................................  - 4  

 
 
18. I am going to read you a list of institutions in American society, and I'd like you to tell me how much 

confidence you have in each one––a great deal, quite a bit, some, very little, or none at all?  
 

THIS TABLE HAS BEEN RANKED BY THE PERCENTAGE WHO SAY A GREAT DEAL OR QUITE A BIT OF CONFIDENCE 

 A Great 
Deal Of 

Confidence 

Quite A 
Bit Of 

Confidence 

 
Some 

Confidence 

 
Very Little 

Confidence 

No 
Confidence 

At All 

 
Not 
Sure 

 

Internet media       [221] 

  New/lapsed voters        

    September 28-29, 2008 ................  7 18 42 20 10 3  

  All voters        

    September 19-22, 2008 ................  5 11 35 22 18 9  

The national news media       [220] 

  New/lapsed voters        

    September 28-29, 2008 ................  5 17 33 29 15 1  

  All voters        

    September 19-22, 2008 ................  7 10 38 26 18 1  

The federal government       [222] 

  New/lapsed voters        

    September 28-29, 2008 ................  4 15 35 33 13 -  

  All voters        

    September 19-22, 2008 ................  5 14 45 23 12 1  

The financial industry       [223] 

  New/lapsed voters        

    September 28-29, 2008 ................  2 8 29 41 19 1  

  All voters        

    September 19-22, 2008 ................  5 5 33 37 18 2  
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19a. From which one or two of the following do you get most of your news and information about the presidential 
race?  

 
THIS TABLE HAS BEEN RANKED BY THE HIGHEST PERCENTAGE 

Cable news channels, such as CNN, Fox News, or MSNBC ..................  48 [224-225] 

The network news programs on ABC, NBC, or CBS ..............................  40 > 

Your friends and family ...........................................................................  22  

On-line newspapers ................................................................................  18  

Print newspapers ....................................................................................  16  

News radio ..............................................................................................  10  

Late night shows such as the Daily Show and the Tonight Show  ..........  8  

Social networking web sites such as MySpace and Facebook ...............  5  

Some other source .................................................................................  5  

Political blogs ..........................................................................................  3  

Candidates' Web sites ............................................................................  2  

  Not sure ................................................................................................  -  

 
 
19b. And which one or two of the following do you consider to be the most trustworthy sources of information 

about the presidential race? 
 

THIS TABLE HAS BEEN RANKED BY THE HIGHEST PERCENTAGE 

Cable news channels, such as CNN, Fox News, or MSNBC ....................  46 [226-227] 

The network news programs on ABC, NBC, or CBS .................................  35 > 

Print newspapers ......................................................................................  17  

On-line newspapers ..................................................................................  11  

Your friends and family .............................................................................  10  

Some other source ....................................................................................  9  

News radio ................................................................................................  8  

Candidates' Web sites ...............................................................................  7  

Late night shows such as the Daily Show and the Tonight Show  ............  5  

Social networking web sites such as MySpace and Facebook .................  3  

Political blogs ............................................................................................  2  

  Not sure...................................................................................................  1  

 
 
20. When you think about your own financial situation, looking ahead to the next year or so, do you feel 

confident and optimistic or worried and uncertain?  
 

 New/Lapsed 
Voters 

9/28-29/08 

 
All Voters 
9/19-22/08 

 

Confident and optimistic .................... 33 34 [228] 

Worried and uncertain ....................... 65 58  
  In between (VOL) ............................ 2 7  
  Not sure ........................................... - 1  
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21. When it comes to the amount of personal debt that you have--such as credit cards, car loans, student loans, 
doctors and hospital bills, and home mortgages––would you say that you have a lot of debt, some debt, not 
much debt, or no debt at all? 

 
 New/Lapsed 

Voters 
9/28-29/08 

 
All Adults 

6/081 

 

A lot of debt ......................................  22 19 [229] 

Some debt ........................................  32 31  
Not much debt ..................................  22 26  
No debt at all ....................................  24 22  
  Not sure ..........................................  - 2  

1
Comparative data comes from a survey conducted for CNBC. 

 
 
22. How much are you personally being affected by the crises on Wall Street and in the mortgage and housing 

markets––a great deal, some, only a little, or not at all? 
 

A great deal ......................................  12 [230] 

Some ................................................  26  
Only a little ........................................  31  
Not at all ...........................................  30  
  Not sure ..........................................  1  

 
 
23a. Are you currently employed full-time, employed part-time, retired, a full-time student or not currently 

employed? 
 

Employed full-time .............................  32 CONTINUE [231] 

Employed part-time ...........................  12   

Retired ..............................................  9 Skip to Q.24  

Full-time student ................................  30   
Not currently employed .....................  17 Skip to Q.23c  
  Not sure ..........................................  -   

 
 
(ASK ONLY OF RESPONDENTS WHO ARE EMPLOYED FULL TIME OR PART TIME IN Q.23a.) 

23b. Please tell me how long you think you will stay in your current job. 
 

Less than a year ...............................  16 [232] 

One year to less than two years .......  20  
Two years to less than five years .....  19  
Five years or more ............................  44  
  Not sure  .........................................  1  

 
 
(ASK ONLY OF RESPONDENTS WHO DO NOT SAY THEY ARE RETIRED IN Q.23a.) 

23c. How would you describe the current job market for someone like you––very good, pretty good, just okay, 
pretty bad, or very bad? 

 
Very good .........................................  6 [233] 

Pretty good .......................................  22  
Just okay ..........................................  38  
Pretty bad .........................................  19  
Very bad ...........................................  15  
  Not sure ..........................................  -  
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Comparing your generation to your parents' generation . . . 

 
24. Would you say that your generation is more likely, less likely, or equally as likely as your parents' generation 

to (READ ITEM)? 

 
THIS TABLE HAS BEEN RANKED BY THE PERCENTAGE WHO SAY MORE LIKELY THAN PARENTS’ GENERATION 

 More Likely 
Than 

Parents' 
Generation 

Less Likely 
Than 

Parents' 
Generation 

Equally As 
Likely As 
Parents' 

Generation 

 
 

Not 
Sure 

 

Leave the environment cleaner and in better shape ......  55 29 15 1 [235] 

Be aware of international issues and concerns .............  54 23 22 1 [238] 

Take an active role in solving the country's problems....  46 29 25 - [237] 

Be active and engaged in the political process ..............  43 29 27 1 [234] 

Have a better standard of living .....................................  41 31 27 1 [236] 

Have more of a sense of community with  
people helping one another ...........................................  

 
25 

 
48 

 
27 

 
- 

 
[240] 

Be committed to one political party for your whole life ...  14 59 26 1 [239] 

 
 
25. Are you supporting the same candidate for president as your parents or a different candidate for president 

than your parents?  If your parents are supporting different candidates from each other, please tell me. 
 

Supporting same candidate for president as parents .....................  40 [241] 

Supporting different candidate for president than parents .............  14  
Parents are supporting different candidates than each other .........  9  
  Not sure .......................................................................................  37  

 
 

26. In the last week, which one of the following things have you paid the most attention to? * 
 

THIS TABLE HAS BEEN RANKED BY THE HIGHEST PERCENTAGE 

The financial crisis on Wall Street .....................  34  

The presidential race .........................................  24 [242] 

The new NFL season ........................................  13  

The new shows on television ............................  13  

None of these ....................................................  16  

  Not sure...........................................................  -  

* Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM A). 

 
 

27. If you could have dinner with one of these couples, who would you want to have dinner with? ** 
 

THIS TABLE HAS BEEN RANKED BY THE HIGHEST PERCENTAGE 

Barack and Michelle Obama .............................  34 [243] 

Bill and Hillary Clinton .......................................  27  

Sarah and Todd Palin .......................................  15  

John and Cindy McCain ....................................  11  

George and Laura Bush ....................................  8  

Joe and Jill Biden ..............................................  3  

  Not sure ..........................................................  2  

** Asked of one-half the respondents (FORM B). 
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FACTUALS: Now I am going to ask you a few questions for statistical purposes only. 

 
F1. For statistical purposes only, would you please tell me how old you are?  (IF “REFUSED,” ASK:) Well, 

would you tell me which age group you belong to?  
 

18-20.................................................  34 [244-245] 

21-24.................................................  15  
25-29.................................................  6  
30-34.................................................  6  
35-39.................................................  8  
40-44.................................................  6  
45-49.................................................  5  
50-54.................................................  5  
55-59.................................................  5  
60-64.................................................  4  
65-69.................................................  3  
70-74.................................................  2  
75 and over .......................................  1  
  Not sure/refused .............................  -  

 
 
F2. What is the last grade that you completed in school?  
 

Grade school ..........................................................  1 [246-247] 

Some high school ...................................................  6  
High school graduate .............................................  34  
Some college, no degree .......................................  35  
Vocational training, 2-year college .........................  8  
4-year college/bachelor's degree ...........................  9  
Some postgraduate work, no degree .....................  2  
2-3 years’ postgraduate work/master's degree ......  4  
Doctoral/law degree ...............................................  1  
  Not sure/refused ...................................................  -  

 
 
F3a-c. Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as a Democrat, a Republican, an independent, or something 

else? (IF "DEMOCRAT" OR "REPUBLICAN," ASK:)  Would you call yourself a strong 
(Democrat/Republican) or not a very strong (Democrat/Republican)?  (IF "INDEPENDENT” OR 
"SOMETHING ELSE,” ASK:) Do you think of yourself as closer to the Democratic Party, closer to the 

Republican Party, or do you think of yourself as strictly independent? 
 

Strong Democrat ...............................  23 [248-250] 

Not very strong Democrat .................  18  
Independent/lean Democrat .............  16  
Strictly independent ..........................  19  
Independent/lean Republican ...........  8  
Not very strong Republican ..............  8  
Strong Republican ............................  8  
  Not sure ..........................................  -  

 
 

F4. Thinking about your general approach to issues, do you consider yourself to be liberal, moderate, or 
conservative?  (IF "LIBERAL" OR "CONSERVATIVE," ASK:)  Do you consider yourself to be very 

(liberal/conservative) or somewhat (liberal/conservative)? 
 

Very liberal ........................................  10 [251-252] 

Somewhat liberal ..............................  17  
Moderate ...........................................  52  
Somewhat conservatibe ....................  14  
Very conservative .............................  6  
    Not sure ........................................  1  
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F5. Please tell me whether each of the following things applies to you or not. 
 

  
Applies 

Does Not 
Apply 

Not 
Sure 

 

You use Internet networking sites such as MySpace,  
Facebook, or Twitter ....................................................................  

 
65 

 
35 

 
- 

 
[253] 

You have a cell phone but to do not have a landline telephone ..  35 65 - [254] 

 
 
F6. How often do you attend services at a church, synagogue, mosque, or other place of worship? 
 

Never ................................................  27 [255] 

Once a year ......................................  11  
A few times a year ............................  27  
Once a month ...................................  8  
About twice a month .........................  8  
Once a week or more often ..............  19  
  Not sure ..........................................  -  

 
 
F7. If you added together the yearly income of all the members of your family who were living at home last year, 

would the total be less than ten thousand dollars, between ten thousand dollars and twenty thousand 
dollars, between twenty thousand dollars and thirty thousand dollars, between thirty thousand dollars and 
forty thousand dollars, between forty thousand dollars and fifty thousand dollars, between fifty thousand 
dollars and seventy-five thousand dollars, between seventy-five thousand dollars and one hundred thousand 
dollars, or would the total be more than that? 

 
Less than $10,000 ............................  11 [256] 

Between $10,000 and $20,000 .........  11  
Between $20,000 and $30,000 .........  12  
Between $30,000 and $40,000 .........  9  
Between $40,000 and $50,000 .........  11  
Between $50,000 and $75,000 .........  15  
Between $75,000 and $100,000 .......  12  
More than $100,000 .........................  12  
  Not sure/refused .............................  7  

 
 
F8. To ensure that we have a representative sample, would you please tell me whether you are from a Hispanic 

or Spanish-speaking background? 
 

Yes, Hispanic....................................  14 [257] 

No, not Hispanic ...............................  86  
  Not sure/refused .............................  -  

 
 
F9. And again, for statistical purposes only, what is your race––white, black, Asian, or something else? 
 

White ................................................  72 [258] 

Black .................................................  15  
Asian ................................................  4  
Other ................................................  8  
  Not sure/refused .............................  1  

 


