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MONDAY, MAY 17, 1954 penig |
Breakfast at the White House at 7418, = (han, Bovwmant, Bokii. | Gelows, g
Baarwsn , Bt g o acdian

President approved letter and moemorandum at broakfast moeting,
Agreed to sign lettor at 8:30 and send it over immediately to Anderson
at Defense Department, Also agrood for me to reloase correspondence
at 9:00 from White House and to say in answer to any questionr rolating
to subposna {not mentioned in latter) that Mhe principle applied egally",
Everyowne at meecting unanimously agreed o ' Step and only discussion
concerned how to handle it at leaders meetis 8:30, It was (inally
agrecd that the President would tell the lea hat he had sent this
letter and that it was being made public ~~ present it as an
accomplished fact 2o that thay would not h opportunity sither to
opposc it or to offer changes, \ i

Leaders Mecting - Those in atiendance woares l{nwimd, Milikin,
Saitonstall, Ferguson, Bridgee; The Speaker, Halleck, Arends, Allen,.
Dar Reed, Sceretary Humphray, Leon Hall, Basaete,

President opened the mueting with brief discission by Sserctary Humphrey
{or the need for passage of tax bill so that benefits could affect business

and industry in Ssptember and October, Also urged spead in passage of
health and security measures in Mrs, Hobby's program which was '
classificd by the President as “'bills which will give us the atmosphere we all
ased when we run as a party for being liberal when we deal with humans, '

Turning to his letter the President announced thal they all know that ha

had been trying to stay out of tha “damn business on the Hill', that many
peeple have been begping him to get into the atruggle, to attack McCarthy
personally but that he had refused to do vo, Howewer, he 2aid, a sitnation
had come up in the threatened subpocna of his confidential advicors that
made it necessary for him to act. He said that he had writton a lettor to
the Secretary of Dofense ordering him to refuse to permit their peoplc to
discuss confidantial matters with the Committee and that he had also
attached the Attorney General's memorandum oullining the precedents
taken by twelve of his predecessors - "Psendo liberals zll aver the
country have boen urging me to raisc hell, I have not done that, but I have
issued instructions to the Secratary of Delopse which arder him to keep
conlidential any advisory discussions in the administrative side of this
government -- “Any man who testifics as to the advice he gave me won't
be working for me that night "' -- "I will not allaw people around me to be
subpoenaed and you might just as well know It now! - Knowland siid that
be believed executive discussions and papers should be Protected, but




