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Qarmat Ali Water Treatment Plant
Environmental Issue

O W edaesday Vigust 0 Ray Garcia o\Medical Ndmimistanor Pand 1 pdotm
Morney HISE Manager for the Southy were in route (o the |1 taedity when Koy
received a phone cal) tiom Chuck Adams (HSI- Marezer for Veam R1Oy. Chack
itormied Ray of i sittation w the W 1P, Apparenily, Fd Blacke (1I8)
Coordinatory called Chack o advise him that 60 %0 o the W 1P workforee were
displaying symptoms consistent with those associaied with being exposed to the
chemical Sodivum Dichromate. Chuck requested Ray and | redirect and get o the
WP ASAR o assess the situation, Being untamiliar with the chemical 1 ealled
Wil Van Ostand (1181 Manager tor teaining audits) 1o sain some insight on
Sodium Bichronmate. Will read the MSDS 0 e over the phone. Upon arriving
the WP Ray and Tinet with Daniel DeNoss acting construction supersisor., |
ashad Daniel to have the individuals with concerns about Soditem bichromute to
meetis in the firstaid oftice. Approximateh seveneen (17) emiployees showed
Hp o voice their concerns, started asign in sheet to ensare that we would be able
to follow up wit the emplosees at a later e, The emplosees stanted the mecting
by wtating that they had medical issues due 1o being esposed to Sodium
Dictiromare. Fintormed them that on the drive oner to the W P was the first time
Fever heard imention of Sodivm Dichromate being onsite. One of the employ ees
mientioned that the MSDS sheet he originally received Jdid not ke reference 1o
Sadium Dichromate being a carcinogen. Phey commented that manageiment was
tware arthe problem because of an email thes read. No being avware of any curail
addressing Sodium Dichromaie, | hegan ter question thenr aboat said email when
Danicl DeMoss retrieved a copy for me 1o review. The crsil wis vriginated by
Kish Atiton Sunday, July 27, 2003, and forsanded by Kuilish Singal on Monday,
luly 28,2003 11 was addressed o Jack Loveladds . Herbert 1L Mers, 1d Reves
and Mark Dianicls. 1owas carbon copied o Youoe | ee. Chack Adams and Bruce
Habel The email basically wirned erervone o sty away fronr the chemical fead
tanks containing sodium dichromate. \fier reiding the cmail. Tashed Fid Blacke it
e kirew about the enail. Fd said he received a copy ol the il from Chuck
Adams on the day betore. hen apologized for my not be beine niekle avware of
the emarl and 1 told them 1 would work on the communication break doswn in our
department. T instructed the cmplos cex that the building memioned in the email

<

subcontractor coiplosees. The only ereeption would be o employ ees wearing the
proper PPEHisted onahie MSDS for Sodium Dichromate. | contacted Herb Myers
the Construction Manger o intorm him of the restrictons. |erb agreed, | also told
Heib o the employees that we swould ke sunples of the sofl alony with air
monttormy. Ras Garcia tohd the cmplosces about the KBR Medical Sury cillance
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Pretirned to Kwait City and informed Chuck Adams of the potential problens,
Chuck and T inueedrately contacied JTohn Woaterous and Rod Kimbro ot the
Frvironmental Dept. to request their assistunce with collecting samples,

\iter getting . commitment trom the ey ironmentad cuss b eontacted Dennis
Bagnoche 1HSE Manager Corporatey and Dr. Sudhir Desal CHISE Industriad
Ty gienist Corporate) o get puidance on the sampling.

e On Thursday. \ugast 72003 Tmet Rod Kimbro at BUA (Bashra International
Awrport). From BIA we traveled o the W TP where he collocted several soil
samples. While at the W 1P, [ was approached by [ean Cater ¢Constructinn
Supervisor at the WIPY. Leon stated to me that he thought the satety dept. was
supposed to be g part of the solution not the problem. Fasked Leon what he meant
by the sttement. Le said this was his first day hack from R&R. He went on 1o Sy
that I'd Blacke (HSE Coordinator at the WD) greeted him the muster point (mile
marker 00.5) that morming with a copy of the MSDS on Sodium Dichromate. 1o
stated Ed continued the canversation with him and several ather criployees, about
how management was putting them in daneer. Leon asked mie o have a ek with
Id ibout handing him a MSDS and working to correct the sitwation not perpetnate
I Leon™s opinion Fd's statements were totully untruc, :

Leon did not want 1o be present when | spoke o Ed Duoe o the sensitivity of the
issue. Lasked Jumes Sheftietd (Construction Supervisory to be present when |
spoke with. | thanked Eid for doing o good job of getting warming sivns posted (o
waen employees of the potential chemical hazard. | ihen asked him not o hund
out amy mare MSDS's but instead o direct any one wanting or needing copies of’
MSDS s 1o the safety office to ensure we wonld give them the most up w dae
vension. Ed said he did oot give anvone a copy. Fagain thanked 1'd for bis help
and asked him to let the environmental and industriad by givne folks handle it trom
this paint on.

¢ Onkriday. August 8, 2003, Chuck Adam’s chaired o mecting w formalate a path
forward. The attendees were C.W. Adums. Rod Kimbro, Young Lee, Leon Cater.
Wil Vin Ostrand. Rob Hall, Frank Luce. Mike Sumpter. Herb Myers, Gireg
Althaus, Johnny Morney. John Waterous, K. Singal. and Kish Adit 1 eon Cater
tConstruction Supervisory started the mecting by stating that the eon iranmental
- dssue has excited from Juy one of the W LE projuct He absa said i envipommental

techniciu identitied the chemical in May, The temporary <olwtions proposcd

were:
* Setup adecontamimation stution w here peaple canowash and
e clothes.
¢ Spray achemical that would slowly stop the residue from being
dusted.
¢ Goined the surtace aroand ol working areas,
¢ Lo heavy onl that il crust over the s ee
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ESatsday - Nonust 9 2003 T accompanicd Rod Kimbro feny tromme il
echnicran back e WP to collect additional soil samples s o well as one air
sanples Labso ook numerous Tyvek aits, menogoceles. and hall masked
respivators and debivered them o the |alliburton emplayees working arthe W {2
Fintormed the Halliburton coplosees of the potential hazard and the methods we
WOre using o mitigate the hazand, | spoke with Fd Blacke w wdvise him that )
sottld be moving hiny 1o the 1 PG plant. e asked why. Fesplained o him tha
due to extreme hazards of hringing the tacility online we needed o ety presence

1o assistwith start up.,

Later that evening | was in the sadety oltice. when Chuek Adams called me oy er
to his desk where he and Fd Blacke were having a conversation. Chuck informed
me that Fd bad tenured his resignation and wanted w leave for home s <oon as

pussible.

O Sunday. Augast 10, 2003, Ry Garcia and | were working in the safety office
when Fd Blacke came in requesting w e Liken 10 kb to be wsted., Ruy wid -d
that the test required that he fast for twelve (12) honrs prior w king the test, Ray
and bd agreed 1o the test on Mondius morning.

On NMonday. Nugust HL 2003, 1 received o phone call from Ray Garcia ( Medical
Administratory in which Ray informed me that Ed Blacke refused o submit o
Mloed sample. Ray put §7d on the phone. L-d told me that in his opinion the Lacility
was substndard. Fle wenton to say that he would contaet the KBR oftice in
Houston and make wrangements © get the test done in Phoenix. Az 1 usked Ray
it"he could tike Fd o one of the UiS military facilities o have the samples taken.
Ray stated he made that suggestion o 1d, but e was not willing to give a sample.
Fadvised Chuck Adams on the cvams Chuch said he would call Rick tHopper
(SROVIR Manager) o get instructions,
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