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Ojftce of 1nvesJigafions

Department of Homeland Security
4141 N. Sam Houston Parlcway E.
Sune300
Houston, Texas 77032

U.S.Immigration
and Customs
Enforcement

January 24,2005

Senator Chuck Grassley
135 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-1501

Dear Senator GraSsley:

Qn January 10, 2005, I forwarded a letter to the GovernmentAccountability Office (GAO) that
expressed my concerns relating to the national security interests of the United States. Copies of
the letter were also forwarded to the Inspector Generals Office for the Department of Homeland
Security and the Department of Justice. Remarkably, and despite the national securityconcerns
contained in the correspondence,no action has been taken in fourteen days. A copy of the letter
to GAO dated January 10, 2005 is enclosed for your convenience.

By way of introduction,my name is Joseph R. Webber. I am currently so/Yingin the Department
of Homeland Securityas the Special Agent in Charge, Immigrationand tustoms Enforcement in
Houston, Texas. I am not a disgruntled federal employeenor am I a conspiracytheorist. I have
more than thirty years of federal law enforcementexperienceand I am currently serving as a
member of the Senior Executive Service (SES). I am a proud recipient of a Presidential Rank
Award in 2003.

On September 11, 2001, I was serving as the Special Agent in Charge, United States Customs
Service in New York. The Customshouse in New York was approximatelythirty feet north of the
north tower of the World Trade Center. After the terrorists attack and the collapse ofthe WTC
towers upon the Customshouse, I was trapped in the building. I made several unsuccessful
attempts to exit the building and was eventually rescued by members of the New York City Fire
Department. The memories of 9-11 will haunt me for the rest of my life. Like many Americans
the memories Of9-11 also serve to motivate me to ensure that we do everything possible to
prevent another terrorist attack against our citizens.

Unfortunately,I am writing to you because high level officials of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) are placing personal agendas and parochial infighting, "turf battles," above
our national security interests. The FBI has done everythingpossible to scuttle an ICE terrorist
fund-raising investigation being conducted by my office. The ICE investigation has progressed to
the point where an affidavit in support of a wiretap applicationwas forwarded to Washington on
October 12,2004 for approvaLIheJanuary 10,-2005,version ofthe affidavit refers to terrorism
on no less than 49 occasions. By name, Osama bin-Laden is referenced in the document on three




