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Å Café Leopold

Å CST Station

Å Cama Hospital

Å Taj Hotel 

Å Oberoi/Trident

Å Nariman House (Jewish 
Center)

Å Other reports
ïMovie theater, police station, 

taxi cab explosions

The Attack Å At least 195 Dead

ï At least 6 Americans

Å Over 325 injured
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Tactics ðEntering City

Å10-man team chartered the 
MV Alpha cargo ship out of 
Karachi (506nm from 
Mumbai)

ÅTo avoid detection by Indian 
Coast Guard, hijacked a 
fishing trawler

ÅInflatable rafts carried 
teams to India Gateway 
and/or Badhwar Park  at 9 
p.m. local

Å4 teams split off

India Gateway (note Taj in 

background)

Badhwar Park

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ed/Gateway_of_India.jpg
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Tactics ðContinued

ÅTactic 1: Hit and run
ïTerrorists quickly attacked 

with AK-47s, grenades

ïTaxis taken to destination

ÅGrenades left inside after 
exiting

ïAimed at large groups

ïRetreated from security, 
moved on to other targets

ïUsed at Cama hospital, 
CST, and Café Leopold

ÅTactic 2: Seize and hold
ïTerrorists gained entry and 

immediately started 
indiscriminate firing

ïHostages taken 

ÅIt appears that most were 
killed outright in short time

ïUsed knowledge of facility 
layout to advantage

ïEstablished strong-points to 
defend against security

ïUsed at Oberoi/Trident, Taj, 
Nariman House
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Tactics ðHit and Run
Å Indiscriminate firing and grenade 

lobbing
ï Main hall of the CST terminal targeted 

(pictured)

Å Terrorist team at CST retreated from 
security response
ï Stole a police van that had responded to the 

CST

ï Continued on to hit Cama Hospital and a 
theater as a ñdrive-byò as police pursued

Å DIVERSION?
ï Created panic and confusion while teams 

move into the hotels and the Jewish center

"All of a sudden, there was automatic gunfire. The whole place fell apart. It was tremendously loud. My 

husband and I were hit, as were lots of people. Everybody was down on the ground. The gunfire stopped 

for a few seconds then started again. We had to wait ïit seemed like an age ïfor police to arrive."ï

Café Leopold survivor
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Tactics ðSeize and Hold

Å Attackers came through back entrances 
and shot indiscriminately
ï AK47s, grenades, reports of presence of 

RDX 

Å Rounded up hostages to take to 
defensible locations
ï Some reports indicate that hostages were 

quickly executed

Å Room-to-room battles with security 
forces

Å Police: Attackers very familiar with layout
ïMay have checked into rooms prior to get 

lay of land

ïMay have pre-positioned supplies and 
weapons in rented rooms 

Image of attacker from CST



Overseas Security Advisory Council

Tactics - Analysis
ÅThis style of frontal attack and 

assault designed for maximum 
casualties seen before
ïSerena Hotel attack in Kabul 

(large picture)

ïVirginia Tech attack (far left)

ïIndian Parliament attack Dec. 
2001

ÅSoft targeting not new

ÅInnovative amphibious 
infiltration
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Targets ðAnti-Western?

Å Five-star hotels that 
cater to international 
businesses (Taj, 
Oberoi/Trident)

Å Popular restaurant for 
backpackers and 
Western travelers 
(Café Leopold)

Å Jewish community 
compound

Å Still, at least 138 of 
deaths were Indian
ïCST mostly Indian

UK AND US PASSPORT HOLDERS REPORTEDLY TARGETED, 

BUT SOME REPORTS CONTRADICT

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8b/LeopoldCafe_gobeirne.jpg
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Ajmal Amir Kasab
Å Only attacker to be captured

Å Trained by Lashkar-e-Tayyiba according to 
press reports
ïCamps located in Mansera and Muzzarafabad 

in Pakistani administered Kashmir

Å One year focusing on small arms tactics, 
marine assault, close quarter fighting Team 
of 10 given false identifications

Å Reconnaissance done earlier in the year

Å Fellow team members spoke Punjabi
ï Likely Pakistani origin as well

Å Booked a room and stocked with supplied 
days in advance with a Mauritius ID
ïUnclear if he did this and then went to back to 

Pakistan


